[Alveolar hemorrhage in mixed cryoglobulinemia associated with hepatitis C virus infection].
Alveolar hemorrhage in mixed cryoglobulinemia associated with hepatitis C virus infection. A 61 year-old woman with type II mixed cryoglobulinemia associated to hepatitis C virus infection has suffered alveolar hemorrhage with multiple pulmonary infiltrates, purpura, glomerulonephritis and polyneuropathy. The respiratory and kidney findings resolved with prednisone, but glomerulonephritis reappeared when interferon-alpha treatment was started and prednisone was reduced. This is the third case of alveolar hemorrhage and glomerulonephritis associated with mixed cryoglobulinemia reported in the literature. The lung involvement in mixed cryoglobulinemia is reviewed. The clinic manifestations (asthma, pleural effusion, hemoptysis or pulmonary fibrosis) are uncommon, but the lung involvement is very frequent if roentgenographic signs and necropsy findings are assessed.